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October 18, 1985

Dr. Joseph P. Ornato, MD

Medical College of Virginia

Virginia Commonwealth University
Section of Emergency Medical Services
P.0. Box S23 : S CL )
Richmond, Virginia 23298-0001

Dear Dr.'Drnato,:

Please let me first state my appreciation for your
inclusion of my thoughts in your panel discussion even though
I was unable to attend the public mesting in Dallas last
July. As you know I had a myocardial infarction and was in
the latter stagess of recuperation which did not allow me to
accept the invitation of the American Heart éssociation
and publicly present my views and research on -your pansl.
Dr. Steinman was my personal choice to represent ny views
as-we are in agreement and he is intimately aware . of ay ‘ i
research findings in the area of near—drowning research ' '
and’ cold—water. survival. S e
I have participated in the post presentation discussion
and conference telephone calls with Drs. Modell, Steinman,
Mr. Dail, I believe and yourself. I have reviewed subseqguent :
“drafts of the panels” statement, and contributed my personal = =
field experience in over 750 drowned and n=2arly drowned )
individuals. I must say the contributions from all the
, participants were carefully noted, differing views discussed,
- compromises arrived at, and a consensus opinion drafted very
) fairly by yourself. At each step in this process I received
si written statements to review, and follow up telephone calls
- from panel members, and was confident that the resulting
» document fairly represented the "state of the scientific
“literature” on the subject to date. Therefore I am surprised

. by the nature of Dr. Heimlich™s letter to you of September
.. 24, 1985, ' : :
5 - ) .
f&‘?ﬁ D Heimlich’s letter appe=ars to be a personal attack

¥ accuSﬁQg vou of witholding information, altering conclusions,
omitting recommendations, condemning people to die, obscuring
facts, concealing scientific information, downplaying
scientific information not supporting your views, citing non-
existent authbrities, discrediting bona fide researchers,
demeaning the work of others, making errors in
interpretation, citing hidden members of "the group”

hi law of

ale Univer

e At o e e e e e e~ g e ot R T e b T T e b W v v e L



Under the fair use provisions of the copyright law of the United States (17 USC 107), this single copy was produced for reference use only
{rom niaterial in Matuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library, P.O. Box 208240, 128 Wall Street, New Haven CT 06526-8240,
Unless permission is granted, neither this copy nor the words on it may be: reproduced in any form; used by an unauthorized person;

or placed in the collections of any ipstitution or individual,

(is it me he is referring to?), citing future research
falsély, not knowing the medical literature on the subject of
drowning, contradicting the panel’s conclusions, inaccurately
guoting Dr. Heimlich®s opinion, quoting "secret majorities,®
and preparing inaccurate and incomplete reports.

Throughout ow discussions - all I heard were honest
efforts to bring disparate medical and scientific views into X
one cogent statement. Dri. Heimlich by his actions of -
accusation, writing letters to a multitude of superiors,
and threats to go to the press, is moving from the orderly
accepted manner of scientific evaluation, ohservation, and
reporting, to pesrsonality conflict, acclimation or defamation
to bhave his views prevail. I wish that could be avoided.

- The most recent statement I believe reflects his views.

Sincerely,

.
o I R Martin J. Nemiroff M
L C . Captain USPHS USCG
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